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ARMED FORCES COMMUNICATIONS AND ELECTRONICS ASSOCIATION 

HAMPTON ROADS CHAPTER


2011 Science Teaching Tools Awards

The Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association (AFCEA) is a technical/professional organization that realizes the importance of encouraging students to study the scientific, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines that support our industry’s focus on the design, development, manufacture, maintenance, and operation of communications, electronics, information technology, and intelligence systems.  We believe that effective STEM education at the middle school and high school levels can capture students’ interest and inspire them to study the “hard” subjects as STEM majors when they enter college. The Science Teaching Tools Awards (STTA) Program is a jointly funded by AFCEA Hampton Roads Chapter and AFCEA International Educational Foundation to promote effective STEM education by enhancing the resources available to STEM teachers in middle and secondary schools in South Side Hampton Roads.
For the 2011/2012 school year, the Hampton Roads Chapter has budgeted $10,000 for STTAs. Of this total, $9,000 will be awarded on a competitive basis to high school and middle school STEM teachers from public and private schools in the cities of Norfolk, Portsmouth, Chesapeake, Virginia Beach and Suffolk.  The requests for grants may be for any amount up to $1,000.  An additional $1,000 STTA will be awarded to a teacher that participated in the 2011 March 2011 Tidewater Science Fair who has been exceptionally effective in encouraging student and school participation in science fairs. 

Guidelines

The AFCEA Hampton Roads Chapter will consider all applications submitted by public or private high school and middle school STEM teachers in the Hampton Roads area.
· Grants are intended for items that would augment STEM activities in classrooms such as lab supplies, hardware, software, SMART boards, projectors or other equipment.  Grants can also be used to fund extra-curricular STEM activities sponsored by teachers.
· The primary selection criteria will be the application’s potential for effectively demonstrating STEM principles through classroom demonstrations and experiments.  A secondary criteria is the number of students who will benefit from the award in the current and future school years.  In the case of proposals of equal merit, preference will be given to proposals submitted by teachers from schools with limited math/science education budgets and/or a student body with a high proportion of economically disadvantaged students.  Except in unusual circumstances, the STTAs will not be renewable to teachers in two consecutive years.

· Grants of up to $1,000 will be awarded directly to the teachers who submit the top ranked proposals.  It is clearly understood that the materials and equipment purchased with STTA funds will be used to support STEM classroom or extra-curricular activities at the school in their application.

· The grant is the property of the applicable school with the awardee as sole custodian while employed by that school.

· The number of awards will depend on the amounts requested in the top-ranked proposals.

How to Apply for a Science Teaching Tools Award (STTA)
To apply, complete the STTA application cover sheet and attach a short (5 pages maximum) proposal describing how you will use STTA funds to improve the learning environment in your STEM classroom. You may also attach diagrams, pictures, etc. to better explain your proposal.  The cover page and any attached pictures or diagrams do not count towards the 5 page limit.
Ensure that your application/proposal includes the following information:

· Course Name and Description; i.e., grade level and general course objectives
· Participation in the March 2011 Tidewater Scince Fair including number of student projects entered

· Project Description

· Describe the classroom activity that will be funded by the STTA 

· Cost of equipment/materials to fund the activity (Itemized list)

· Number of students who will participate in the activity or otherwise benefit this year

· Describe carry-over benefits to students in future years if this request is funded

· Financial Need Considerations

· What is the school’s budget (per student) for math/science classroom consumable supplies and equipment for the current school year?

· Have you already purchased classroom supplies or equipment out-of-pocket to support this year’s curriculum?  If so, how much have you spent to date?

· Are lab/activity fees are collected from students enrolled in your school’s math/science classes?  If so, how much?

· What percentage of the school’s students receive either free or reduced price meals through the National School Lunch Program?

· Place your name and and your school’s name at the top of each page.

· Please observe the 5-page proposal page limit, using .75” top/bottom/left/right margins and a minimum 10 pt font size. 
Submission and Award Schedule

The AFCEA HR Chapter appreciates the fact that most STEM teachers have needs for supplies and/or equipment they need in the classroom at the beginning of the school year. Our goal is to expedite getting the awards to the STEM teachers as early in the school year as possible.
· Applications may be submitted by e-mail (preferred) or by U.S. mail, but in either case, the deadline for receipt of applications is Friday, September 23, 2011.

· Address applications submitted as e-mail attachments to Scholarships@afceahamptonroads.org
· Address applications submitted by U.S. mail to:

AFCEA HR Science Teaching Tools

527 Wittington Drive

Chesapeake, VA  23322
· Each application requires three signatures: (1) the applicant’s signature, (2) the signature of the applicant’s Department Head, and (3) the Principal’s signature.  We request the Department Head and Principal signatures to confirm that the applicant’s request represents a valid but unfunded request for materials that will enhance the learning environment in the school’s STEM classrooms.
· Signed applications converted to .pdf documents that clearly show all required signatures will be accepted as valid and complete.

· If submitting MS Word documents without signatures via e-mail, insert the phrase “Original Signature Page via U.S. Mail” in the space provided for the signatures.  The unsigned e-mail attachment combined with an original signature page received no later than Friday, September 23, 2011 will be accepted as a valid, complete application.
· Awards will be announced by Monday, October 3, 2011.
· Awardees and one guest will be invited to attend the AFCEA Hampton Roads Chapter's luncheon meeting on Tuesday, October 11, 2011 to receive their award.

If you have questions regarding the Science Teaching Tools Awards, send them via e-mail to Scholarships@afceahamptonroads.org or to Ms. Mary Yager, (757) 464-5252 Ext. 433.
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HAMPTON ROADS CHAPTER

AFCEA Hampton Roads Chapter

Science Teaching Tools Award Application

	Date of Application:
	

	Applicant’s Name:
	

	Applicant’s E-mail:
	

	Applicant’s Phone:
	

	School Name:
	

	School System:
	

	Total Funds Requested:
	

	I certify by my signature below than any funds awarded to me as a result of this application for an AFCEA Hampton Roads Chapter Science Teaching Tools Award will be used to purchase the consumable materials, classroom equipment and/or media resources described in this application and that these materials will be used to support the STEM activities described in this application.

	Applicant’s Signature
	

	Department Head Name
	

	Dept Head e-mail
	

	Dept Head Signature
	

	Principal’s Name
	

	Principal’s e-mail
	

	Principal’s Signature
	


Communications – Electronics – Command and Control – Computer Sciences – Intelligence Systems

